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Items in History in the month of December: 
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- Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 

11 – Germany and Italy declare war on US, 1941 

16 – First Day if Chanukah 

16 – Germany launches Battle of the Bulge, 1944 

21 – Winter Begins 

25 – Christmas Day 
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Jim and Alice Bontrager  

Chapter Director 

Alice and I want to wish everyone Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year.  I hope to see everyone at our Christmas party.  I know the 
Chapter members will be helping Obetz with their Christmas party. 
Alice and I want to thank everyone for the support that was given to us 
during our years as Chapter Directors.  I hope everyone enjoyed and 
had fun.  In Florida, Alice is in better health and much better days. We will see everyone 
soon.  I know everyone will support Tom as the new Chapter Director 
Jim and Alice Bontrager 

 
Margaret A. Moore 

Assistant Chapter Director 
 

Gold Wing 3
rd

 Recall 

Today, November 19th, I had a scheduled appointment at 1:00 to have 
my rear brake pads replaced.  When I arrived Jake asked me if I knew 
about the Secondary Master Cylinder recall.  I told him I had heard 
about it then he asked me if I wanted it done today as he had the kit 
and it would only take about two hours.  About 3:20 Jake told me the bike was ready 
and by 3:30 I was on my way home.  The brakes work great by the way and he stated 
that I should get more than 26,400 miles with the new brake pads and the redesigned 
Secondary Master Cylinder.   
Margaret Moore 
Assistant Chapter Director 
 

Tom Eden 
Assistant Chapter Director 

I would like to thank Jim and Alice for their leadership during the 
past two years. 
 
Here it is the end of another year with the rush of the Holiday 
season. 
 
I attended the State Officer’s Meeting and brought back plenty of information some of 
which appears at the end of the newsletter.  
 
Cabin Fever is the next opportunity to gather and renew friendships with many of our 
friends from other chapters. It is scheduled for February 5 & 6. (Our February gathering 
will be moved to the following weekend.) The theme is NASCAR and there will be 
“Mousetrap” powered car races. Again this year there is a contest for table decorations. 
The rules for both of these are at the end of the newsletter. There will also be a contest 
for the best dressed individual in NASCAR themed attire. Cabin Fever will take place at 
Deer Creek State Park Lodge. Be forewarned that the park police are very diligent 
about enforcing the speed limit in the park, also watch out for wildlife.  
(Continued on next page) 
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The chapter activity calendar has been planned; however there are some open places 
for Saturday ride destinations, dinner, and ice cream ride destinations. You will find 
some new activities added to provide some variation to our activities. I will forward the 
calendar separately as well as have it on the chapter web site. 
 
I would like to add a new use for the Passports. Between the January and November 
gatherings you would gather signatures on your passports. All completed passports 
would be turned in at the November gathering so that they can be taken to the State 
Officer’s meeting. However, at the November gathering there would be a drawing where 
the person whose passport was drawn would be awarded one paid reservation to the 
chapter Christmas party. 
 
Tom Eden 

 

COUPLE OF THE YEAR 2015 
Gary and Karen Ballou 

T. H. A. N. K. S. 
 

T The TIME has passed so quickly 
 

H Having even more fun 
 

A Always spending time with friends 
 

N Never expecting the surprise 
 

K Keeping going to represent B3 again 
 

S Such a wonderful honor to us 
 
 
 Gary and I want to thank Chapter B3 for this past year as your Couple of the Year 2015. It has 
been a fun year, and as we progress to the District COY selection we will continue to represent Chapter 
B3 and GWRRA with the same enthusiasm, if not less nervousness. 
  
 Last week was Thanksgiving, and we all usually stop and reflect on what we thankful for.  
However, we should strive to be thankful all year round. We should think about our family, friends, 
fortunes and futures.  We should be thankful those that we are lucky enough to have and those that we 
were fortunate enough to have known in the past. Give thanks for all those who protect us so we can 
have the freedoms that we enjoy.   
 
(Continued on next page)  
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Be thankful every day of the year, not just one day of the year! 
 
 December is a busy month for most as we all go our various directions.  So we don’t expect to 
see many of you during December.   See all at the Holiday Party and January 1st breakfast.  Have a Safe 
and Fun New Year’s Eve.   

Remember All, Help who you can, and Enjoy your time. 

Gary and Karen Ballou 
 
INDIVIDUAL OF THE YEAR 2015 

 
Gladys Carter 
 

New members 
Bob and Pam Vogel 
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Visitors 
Gary and Jan Rohr 

 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM 

   
 

WHAT ELSE IS THERE? 

Why did you join GWRRA?  That is a question we all get asked from time to time.  While 
many of the answers revolve around riding and the fellowship of Chapter life (Which is the 
part I like the most!), there are many who join for other reasons.  Which spawns the 
question, are you getting the most out of your GWRRA membership?  How long has it 
been since you checked out the ever expanding lists of benefits available as part of your 
membership in GWRRA?  There are many ways being a member of GWRRA can save 
you money-and not just traveling.  Do you mention having taken GWRRA rider courses 
when you renew your bike insurance?  Many companies will give you a discount for 
keeping those current.  And speaking of insurance, how many of you are paying for 
roadside assistance as an addition to your bike insurance premium?  We get it free as part 
of our GWRRA membership, so you can eliminate it from your bike insurance premium (If 
you have Rescue Plus you can remove roadside assistance from your car insurance as 
well).  There are discounts on life, health, and long term care insurance, cell phone plans, 
office supplies, and other non-travel related purchases.  When traveling, do you have the 
GWRRA discount information on lodging, car rental, or even cruises?  Have you taken 
advantage of the GWRRA trip planning services?  For more in depth information always 
go to the "Benefits" page under the "Members" tab of www.gwrra.org for the most current  

(Continued on next page) 
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list.  The more money you can save by taking advantage of the discounts offered to 
GWRRA Members, the more  money you'll have available for participating in GWRRA 
events or purchasing that all important "SAFTEY CHROME"!!! 

THE MORE YOU KNOW, THE BETTER IT GETS!!!! 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS: 

Frank Shoemaker: Is now in hospice for lung cancer....Send him a card so that he knows 
that B3 still cares.  

Also, please remember the families that have lost loved ones this past year............... 

Keep Bob and Evelyn DeLong in thoughts and prayers as they will be flying to California to 
visit and have Thanksgiving with their Daughter and family.......... 

Should there be others that will traveling to visit family or friends for Thanksgiving, may 
you have a safe trip..........  

As Thanksgiving will be next week, Ben & I hope that everyone had a wonderful time 
visiting with family and had some great food...... 

Mary Bayes   Membership Enhancement Coordinator    

 
THE MORE YOU KNOW, THE BETTER IT GETS!!!!! 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYER......... 

Gladys Carter- Health problems, and possible surgery.. 

Ed Richards-Health problems.............. 

If I have missed someone, please let me know........... 

HOPING THAT EVERYONE HAS A WONDERFUL THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY.............. 

 
PLEASE CHECK YOUR MEMBERSHIP CARDS!!!  RENEW AND STAY ACTIVE 
PLEASE REMEMBER TO KEEP CHECKING YOUR MEMBERSHIP CARDS AND LET 
ME KNOW WHEN YOU HAVE RENEWED........ 
 
ALWAYS HAVE A MEMBERSHIP KIT IN EVERY BIKE AND VEHICLE THAT YOU 
DRIVE.....YOU NEVER KNOW WHEN AN OPPORTUNITY COMES TO MEET 
SOMEONE THAT WANTS TO BECOME A MEMBER OF GWRRA!!!!!!!!!!!! 
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MOTORIST AWARENESS DIVISION 
 

          
 

 And the cycle continues…… 
Early dark is here, early sunshine is gone. 

  Leaves of green gave way to red, now gone with the rains. 

The bikes are cleaned and stored away, on their little trickle chargers. 

  And now we change from 2 (or 3) wheels to 4….. 

 

With this change we become those drivers that we oft complain 
about, but we are better prepared and more aware.  Here are some 
driving tips to ensure safe winter driving, courtesy of the AAA 
magazine. 
 

1. Winterize.  That includes your car and yourself.  Make needed repairs and then 
have the battery tested, washer fluid refilled and wiper 
blades replaced.  For yourself, keep an emergency kit in 
your car along with a spare blanket.  Always comes in 
handy. 

2. Clean up before heading out.  Clear all snow or ice 

from windows, mirrors, lights and signals.  You want to 
see and be seen.  May even want to consider doing a T-
CLOC on your car once in a while. 

3. Maintain traction. Brake and accelerate slowly.  Maintain an even speed, steering 

slowly and smoothly. Avoid jerky motions.  No one gets to their destination faster if 
they don’t get there at all. 

4. Leave early.  Allow plenty of time to reach your destination.  Be the rabbit, not the 
hare.  Slow and steady. 

5. Hang back.  Remember group riding.  Keep that proper spacing, like we do on the 
bikes.  But instead of 2-3 seconds, try to keep 8-10 seconds between you and the 
car ahead of you.  It takes our cars longer time and distance to stop, especially with 
wintry road conditions. 

 
Being prepared for winter driving is really no different than the way we prepare for 

riding our motorcycles.  Prepare the vehicle, prepare the safety and prepare ourselves 
mentally.   

 
(Continue on next page) 
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Enjoy the holiday season, spoil our loved ones, those with two feet or with four fuzzy 
feet, and don’t forget ourselves.  Travel safely and enjoy the trip.   
 
Karen Ballou 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Gary Ballou 
RIDER EDUCATION 
 

Rider Ed for December 2015 
Hey everybody! As the end of another year is almost upon us, let me take a few minutes to 
re-share some important information. I am doing this .. just in case .. you are not already 
aware of it.  
Honda has issued a (third) safety recall on the GL1800 to attempt to resolve the ongoing 
problems with brake-dragging on some models. But more generally, you may look up any 
recall information on any Honda motorcycle by using this internet link: 
http://powersports.honda.com/recalls.aspx  

 
(Continued on next page) 
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You may, of course, contact any Honda Motorsports dealer to have this work done. I will 
mention that Marysville Honda Motorsports has already been working closely with many 
B3 members to get these most recent issues resolved before we put our bikes into 
hibernation for the winter. In some cases, if you ask, they may be able to pick up the bike 
at your home & transport it to the dealership for you. 

 
Gary Ballou 
Have fun, but be safe.  “Dress for the Slide, Not for the Ride” 

Wear your helmet every time you ride. 
 
Chapter statistics for the month of July 2015 
Current First Aid/CPR – 22 
Current Road Captains – 17 
 
 
 

Current in Level I – 14 
Current in Level II - 0     
Current in Level III - 7 
Current in Level IV -  12 
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November Attendance 
5 – Dinner Ride, Culvers – 8 members 
7 - Gathering, 29 members, 3 guests, 18 members went to lunch after  
10 - Dinner Ride, Smokey Bones, 10 members 
14 - Visitation ride to chapter H3, ride cancelled 
14 - Ohio District Officer’s meeting, 8 members 
19 - 7:00 pm get together, 11 members 
29 - Visitation ride to Chapter X,  
Lunch following at the Boot Café,  
 

 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Tom Eden 

If you have an article that you would like to have included here, send it 
to the Newsletter Editor, Tom Eden, at traveler1@columbus.rr.com. 
Articles could be about a ride you went on, an event you attended, or   
something you purchased for your bike that you think is really great, or 
anything you feel would be of interest to your fellow members. We 
sincerely welcome contributions from our members. For Sale ads, by GWRRA Members 
only, are also welcome for submission. Deadline for submissions is the 20th of the month. 

 
 

Special Activities Coordinator  
Please remember the Christmas Party, we need door prizes.  If you 
want to participate in the gift exchange, guys bring a gift for guys; girls 
bring a gift for the girls. Cost should be around $10.  
 
Wow this year has gone by so quickly. Our Christmas Dinner on 
December 5th. is just around the corner. With that in mind, remember if 
you are going to participate in the gift exchange, bring a $10.00 gift man for man & woman 
for woman. If you are donating anything for door prizes thank you soooo much, your 
kindness is appreciated. 
 
Judy Hogan has requested our help with two Obetz Holiday events, first is Santa Work Shop 
on December 4th. 6:30 to 8:30pm. The kiddos will be making ornaments, Christmas 
presents, and writing letters to Santa as well. They are providing refreshments for them also. 
Judy has requested us to be there at 6:00pm. The second event is Christmas Kick Off, 
scheduled for December 12th, time to be announced later. She would like help with 
refreshments; escorts for characters and various other things. The planned theme is Polar 
Express. Watch your e-mails for updates. Thanks in advance for all your help. Chapter B-3 is 
the best! 
 
(Continued on next page) 
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Secret Sisters has seemed to go very well this year, we will be revealing who we are to our 
sister at the Christmas party. Several ladies have indicated a desire to participate in the 
secret sisters again next year, if you are interested, we will draw names in January, if you are 
not going to be at the gathering and want to be included notify me and I will make sure you 
are in. I will keep a master list of sisters. 
 

Hoping to get another ride in before the bike goes into storage but........ HAPPY HOLIDAYS ----- 
MERRY CHRISTMAS --- Esther 
 
Esther Ford 

                 
 

Birthdays  
Dec. 2 Ed Richards 
Dec 16 Carolyn Sittler 
Dec. 24 Diane Thompson 
 

Anniversaries 
Dec 12 Gary and Karen Ballou 
Dec 12 Harry and Sandy Durbin 
 

Give Connie Ratliff, 740-503-7870 or Tom Eden, 614-497-8621 a call if any get well or 
sympathy cards need to be sent. 
 

Up Coming Activities 
Greeter for December Chapter Members 

For a complete ride schedule see the chapter web site http://www.gwrraohb3.org 
 

This is your chapter. The events scheduled are not just for the officers. One of the goals of 
GWRRA is FUN. It isn't as much fun without you there. The tentative schedule for 2016 has 
been planned but there is space for more. There were only 8 people at the planning meeting 
Saturday. There are some FUN and Exciting activities scheduled. Please be a part of your 
chapter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gwrraohb3.org/
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December 2015 
There is no Gathering in December 
4 - 5:30 pm Obetz Christmas Santa’s Workshop, at the Obetz Community Center 
5 - 1:00 pm, annual Chapter Christmas Party, at Der Dutchman Restaurant, Plain City 
10 - 12:00 pm Ladies Lunch, Location to be determined 
12 - 4:30 pm Obetz Christmas Kickoff, Polar Express, at the Skate Park and Shelter 
17 - 7:00 pm get together, desert ride to Bill and Esther Ford’s home, 331Cottage 
Grove Cr. Pataskala, Ohio 
 
January 2016 

1 – 10:00 am Frisch’s restaurant, South Hamilton Road 
2 – 9:00 am, Chapter gathering, Obetz, Community Center 
13 – Dinner ride, Location to be determined 
14 Ladies Lunch, Location to be determined 
21 - 7:00 pm Mid-Month get together, Obetz Community center 
23 - 11:00 am lunch/ice Cream ride, Culvers, rt. 256, 1912 Reynoldsburg-Baltimore rd. 
 
 
 

If you have ideas for rides/activities let Tom Eden know, as there is plenty of space to add 
activities and destinations. 
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Here is a link to the Ohio District web site where you will find a link to their latest newsletter.  

http://www.ohiogwrra.org 
 
Here is a link to the Region D web site where you will find a link to their latest newsletter: 

http://www.gwrra-regiond.org  
 

 SOUTHEAST SECTION CHAPTER MEETING PLACES AND TIMES  
Chapters Location When Meeting 

Time 

A3 

 

Marietta, Ohio gathers at Shoney’s Restaurant, 44 Acme St., Marietta, 
Ohio. Dinner at 6:00 p.m. gathering follows. 
Chapter web site https://ohioa3.shutterfly.com 

1st Thursday 7:00 p.m. 

B-3 Obetz, Ohio gathers at Obetz Comm. Center, 1650 Obetz Avenue, 
Obetz, Ohio. Light refreshments at 8:30 a.m., gathering follows. 
Chapter web site http://www.gwrraohb3.org 

1st Saturday   

(except Sept. & 
Dec.) 

9:00 a.m. 

F-3   Lancaster, Ohio, gathers at Deb's Corner Cafe. Located on the corner 
of Broad St. and 6th. Ave. in Lancaster, Ohio Dinner at 6:00 p.m., 
gathering follows.  
Chapter web site http://www.ohf3.com 

3rd Tuesday 7:00 p.m. 

H-3 Proctorville, Ohio gathers at Giovanni’s Pizza, 614 Park Ave. Ironton, 
OH Dinner at 6:00 p.m., gathering follows. 

2nd Saturday  7:00 p.m. 

O Newark, Ohio, gathers at Stacy’s Buffet, 833 S. 30
th
 St., Heath, Ohio. 

Dinner at 6 p.m., gathering follows. 
http://www.ohiogwrra.org/chap/O/latest.pdf 

3rd Thurs. 7:00 p.m. 

Q-2 Circleville, Ohio, gathers at Huffman Homestead, 6906 Old Tarlton 
Place, Circleville, Ohio.  
Chapter web site https://sites.google.com/site/gwrraq2/home 

2nd Thursday 7:00 p.m. 

X Hocking Hills, Ohio gathers at Davidson Hall, Hocking College in 
Nelsonville, Ohio. 
 

Last Sunday  1:30 p.m. 

At the time this newsletter was drafted, the Region D traveling Plaque was at Chapter MI-J, 
Cascade Wings, Jackson, MI.; and the Ohio District Traveling Plaque was at Chapter H2 in 
Warrensville Heights, Ohio. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ohiogwrra.org/
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Please Patronize Our Advertisers 
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